
Allotments Annual Meeting 2012 
 

Notes of a meeting with allotment holders held in the Council Chamber, Council 
Offices, School Aycliffe Lane, Newton Aycliffe on Thursday 15th November 2012 at 
7.00 pm. 
 
 Present Councillor V Crosby (Chairman) and Councillor I. Gray 
   Mr D Austin (Finance Manager) 
   Mr D Thompson (Works Manager) 
 

 
Chairman’s Opening Remarks 
 
The Chairman welcomed tenants to the meeting and explained the format of the 
meeting. 
 
Apologies for Absence 
 
Mrs S J McCormick, St Oswald’s Allotment Site. 
 
Best Allotment Winners 2012 
 
The Chairman presented framed certificates and memento trophies to the tenants 
judged to have the best allotments at their site: 
 
Aycliffe Village, Plot No. 1a Mr E G Leadbitter 
Byerley Park, Plot No. 4 Mr G Cherrie 
Clarence Chare, Plot No. 10 Mr K Cooper 
Finchale Road, Plot No. 8 Mrs C Clarke 
St Oswald’s, Plot No. 41 Mrs V Hickson 
 
Mrs Hickson was also awarded the Angela Fleming Memorial Trophy for the best 
allotment at St Oswald’s Allotment Site, kindly donated by Councillor R S Fleming. 
Unfortunately, Mrs Hickson was unable to attend the presentation. 
 
The allotment judged to be best overall for 2012 was Plot No. 10, Clarence Chare 
allotment site, tenanted by Mr K Cooper. 
 
The Chairman presented Mr Cooper with the Ken Woodhall Trophy, a framed 
certificate and memento trophy. 
 
Allotment Officer’s Report 
 
Mr Thompson started his report by saying that it had been a difficult year for tenants 
with the continuous rainfall during the spring and summer and that it had been 
especially difficult for the tenants of the new plots at St Oswald’s trying to prepare the 
ground on their allotments. 
 
Mr Thompson thanked the allotment representatives at each site for their continued 
support and assistance in helping him to manage the allotment sites. 
 
Mr Thompson reported that a new site representative was needed at St Oswald’s 
allotment site, following the resignation of the previous rep. 
 



Mr Austin, the council’s Finance Manager presented a financial statement which 
detailed the cost of allotment provision in 2011/12 and the projected cost for 2012/13. 
 
Mr Austin also explained the double taxation grant from Durham County Council and 
that the grant had reduced the overall cost to the Council of allotment provision.  
However from 2013/14, the grant would be longer be available. 
 
Mr Austin gave details of the Capital Expenditure that had been spent on allotment 
sites during recent years and that no capital expenditure had been included for 
allotment improvements in the 2013/14 financial year. 
 
Mr Thompson said that the financial statement did not include the cost of tipping 
charges that the Council now had to pay for the disposal of allotment rubbish.  The 
cost was estimated to be approximately £2,000 for all sites.  A more detailed costing 
for each site would be established in 2013/14.  Mr Thompson also advised that the 
Council may consider introducing a levy charge in the future for waste disposal. 
 
Allotment Rents 
 
Mr Thompson reported that allotment rents for 2013/14 will be frozen. 
 
Standardisation of allotment charges 
 
Mr Austin gave details of the Council’s proposals to introduce a new charging system 
based on the size of allotment plots. 
 
Mr Austin explained that the allotment charges had not been subject to a 
comprehensive review for a number of years. 
 
A review of current allotment rents had revealed a number of inconsistencies in rental 
charges in relation to plot size at different sites and in some cases at individual sites. 
 
The new system had been developed in a way that ensures that the Council will 
collect broadly the same overall level of income as it does at this present time, but 
that the rents are set in a much fairer way based on the size of an individual plot. 
 
Mr Austin reiterated that the new system was not about the Council increasing 
income from allotments, but about fairness to each tenant. 
 
Mr Austin gave details of the proposed allotment size banding system which would 
be five from A to E with allotment rents ranging from £20 for the lowest band to £40 
for the highest.  It was also proposed that protection from any significant changes 
would be put in place for all existing tenants. 
 
There would also be a 5% tolerance applied to plots close to the band limits.  Any 
plot within 5% of the band limit would be placed in the lower band. 
 
In future, all new allotment tenants would pay the new rates when the allotments 
were re-let. 
 
Tenants were then invited to ask any questions that they may have about the 
proposed changes. 
 
There was one question from a tenant relating to charging for plots per square 
metres as opposed to the banding system. 



 
Mr Austin explained that the banding system was the fairest system to all tenants as 
charging per square metre would more than double the proposed rents for larger 
plots. 
 
 
Allotment Tenants’ Requests 
 
The Chairman asked for any specific requests from allotment sites following tenants 
forming into individual site groups within the meeting. 
 
Aycliffe Village 
 
1. Tenants requested separate signs where timber and general allotment rubbish 

should be stockpiled for disposal. 
 
 Mr Thompson agreed to provide separate signs. 
 
2. Tenants reported that the height of the conifer hedge next to the tipping bay 

had not been reduced. 
 
 Mr Thompson explained that due to the height of the conifers, the work would 

have to be carried out by an external contractor.  A quotation for the work had 
been obtained, however it was felt that as the conifers were on an adjacent 
property not owned by Great Aycliffe Town Council the landowner should be 
responsible for reducing the height and not the Council. 

 
 Mr Thompson had written to the landowner asking for the hedge height to be 

reduced. 
 
 Mr Thompson was advised that the landowner did not live at the address the 

correspondence had been sent to.  The new address would be provided and 
Mr Thompson agreed to send another letter to the new address. 

 
Byerley Park. 
 
1. Tenants requested information about an overgrown plot on the site. 
 
 Mr Thompson advised that a maintenance letter had been sent to the tenant.   

Following the letter, the tenant had contacted Mr Hare, the allotment 
representative saying that he had to undergo hospital treatment and would be 
unable to maintain his site in the short term. 

 
The Council had strimmed the allotment during the summer to try to keep it 
tidy. 
 
It was agreed that further information regarding the tenant’s wellbeing and the 
future of the site would be obtained. 
 

2. Tenants requested a site meeting regarding the trees that border the 
allotment. 

 
Mr. Thompson agreed to meet Mr Hare to discuss the trees. 

 
 



Clarence Chare 
 
1. Tenants asked for information about beekeeping on allotment sites. 
 

Mr Thompson said that with the decline of the bee population, the Council was 
keen to encourage any initiative that would increase the number of bees. 
 
However, Mr Thompson advised that with the allotment sites being close to 
residential properties, any application to keep bees would need to be taken on 
an individual basis with due consideration being given to the location of the 
hive so that it would not create a nuisance or health and safety risk. 
 
In addition, any prospective applicants would also need to be members of the 
British Bee Keeping Association. 

 
Finchale Road 
 
1. Tenants reported that the lock on the entrance gate was difficult to open and 

close, and requested that the previous combination lock be refitted. 
 

Mr Thompson agreed to change the lock. 
 
2. Tenants reported that the trees on the outside of the allotment overhanging 

plot numbers 6 and 7 were in a poor condition. 
 

Mr Thompson agreed to report the matter to Durham County Council who 
were the landowners and ask them to inspect the trees concerned. 

 
St Oswalds 
 
1. Tenants nominated Mr A Bland to be the new allotment representative 

following the resignation of the previous rep. 
 

Mr Thompson advised that as there was not a majority of tenants at the 
meeting, a notice would be placed at the allotment site advising other tenants 
of the nomination and also inviting any other nominations.  After the closing 
date for nominations a new allotments representative would be appointed. 

 
2. Tenants were concerned about the time it takes to remove allotment tenants 

who had not maintained their sites to an acceptable standard. 
 

Mr Thompson gave details on the number of maintenance letters that had 
been sent.  Mr Thompson explained that certain procedures had to be 
followed by allotment law before a tenant could be evicted.  These included 
allowing the tenant sufficient time to bring their site up to standard and also a 
month’s notice to clear the site of any produce or buildings if a termination 
notice had been served. 

 
Other circumstances such as a tenant’s health or personal problems may also 
have to be taken into consideration when determining if a termination notice 
should be issued. 

 
3. Tenants asked if the water pressure at the site could be improved. 

 Mr Thompson replied that improvements to increase the water pressure at the 
site had been carried out several years ago and that the increase in the water 



pressure further would require some type of mechanical pumping equipment 
which would be costly. 
 
Mr Thompson advised that some tenants collected rainwater for use during 
periods of high demand but agreed to investigate if there was an economical 
solution to the water pressure problem. 
 

4. Tenants were concerned about the unevenness of the footpath between plot 
numbers 55b – 66. 

 
 Mr Thompson agreed to level the footpath with wood chippings. 
 
5. Tenants requested the possibility of a one way traffic system around the 

allotment site due to the narrowness of the access road. 
 
 Mr Thompson agreed to discuss the feasibility of a one way system with the 

new allotment site representative when he or she had been elected. 
 
6. Tenants asked about pest control issues regarding rodents on the allotment 

site. 
 
 Mr Thompson said that he would prefer it if Council staff who were trained in 

pest control methods dealt with all issues at the site in regard to pest control. 
 
 Any tenant having problems with vermin should contact the Council. 
 
7. Tenants requested an additional notice board to be sited in the new allotment 

extension. 
 
 Mr Thompson agreed to provide a notice board. 
 
8. Tenants requested a sign for the tipping area where timber should be 

stockpiled for disposal. 
 
 Mr Thompson agreed to provide a sign. 

 
Chairman’s Closing Remarks 
 
The Chairman thanked all tenants for attending and closed the meeting.  


